THE OSWALD EXHUMATION 


j Memos 
j: prompt 
questions 

| By Earl Golz 

Staff Writer of The News 

j FORT WORTH — Marina Oswald Por- 
| ter says she may have been duped into 
| signing a document 17 years ago giving 
■ federal officials permission to secretly 
’ exhume the body of her late husband. 

During the spring of 1964, several 
I months after her husband, Lee Harvey 
Oswald, was buried as the accused assas- 
sin of President John F. Kennedy, Mrs. 
Porter was called to a military base near 
Dallas to give testimony. 

At the time, she thought it was her 
third session before the Warren Commis- 
sion or commission attorneys. But no 
record of her testimony was recorded 
and the questions by people who identi- 
fied themselves as commission lawyers 
were innocuous, she said recently. 

Mrs. Porter said that while she was 
being questioned at the session in Dallas, 
she signed a form that federal officials 
told her was a deposition. 

Her testimony at the military base 
took place about a month after an assist- 
ant counsel for the Warren Commission 
wrote a secret memo suggesting the body 
be exhumed. 

David Slawson wrote the memo on 
March 17, 1964, four months after the as- 
sassination. The memo was entitled 
"Questions to Ask Norman Redlich.” 
_ Redlich was an assistant counsel for the 
Warren Commission. 

The handwritten memo began with 
the heading "Subject: Exhuming 

Oswald.” Referring to Navy commander 
Dr. James J. Humes, the memo said he “is 
a doctor who Arlen Specter says is compe- 
tent and trustworthy." In 1964, Specter 
was an assistant counsel with the Warren 
Commission. He is now a U.S. senator 
from Pennsylvania. Humes, now in pri- 
vate practice in Detroit, was the navy 
commander who wrote the controversial 
Kennedy autopsy report. 

Mrs. Porter said the memo and others 
like it, released in recent years under the 
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Marina Oswald Porter waits in a car before the remains of her 
former husband, Lee Harvey Oswald, are transported to Dallas. 


federal Freedom of iniormauou m.i, 
caused her to wonder whether she 
unwittingly signed a document allowing 
a secret exhumation. At the time of the 
initial investigation, she spoke little Eng- 
lish and did not understand the docu- 
ment she signed, she said. 


